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Extech Video Boresope 
Captured video with date/time stamp can 
be played back on the wireless monitor or 
on any monitor with a video input jack. 
Video and images can also be transferred 
to your PC via the microSD card or USB 
cable. NTSC or PAL operation with menus 
in 10 languages. And Much More!

Price: $300.00 USD 
Product Number: 8707007

EPA Releases Draft

Formaldehyde 

LA Testing provides formaldehyde 
and volatile organic compound (VOC) 
testing services to ensure indoor 
environments are safe for building 
occupants.

TiR32 Fluke IR Camera 
The first rugged, affordable 320 x 240 
resolution thermal imager with dew point 
alarm. IR-Fusion® and SmartView® 
analyzing and reporting software included 
with every model. Clear, crisp images help 
find problems fast. Optional wide-angle 
and telephoto lenses also available.

Price: $8,995.00 USD 
Product Number: 8710017  

This spring the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency released a Toxicological 
Review of Formaldehyde-Inhalation 
Assessment for public viewing and comment.  
According to the EPA website, “Public 
comments received on the Toxicological 
Review within 90 days after the release of the 
FRN will be provided to the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS) independent 
scientific peer review committee for its 
consideration.”

Formaldehyde is a widely used chemical 
found in many consumer products and 
common building materials such as plywood 
and insulation.  Formaldehyde is also a 
by-product of combustion and other 
industrial processes.  

Its volatility makes it a significant issue for 
human health.  The World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has 
classified formaldehyde as a known human 
carcinogen.  The health effects associated 
with elevated levels of formaldehyde 
exposure have been closely studied in recent 
years and have brought to light the dangers 
from prolonged and repeated contact. 

Major exposure risks associated with 
formaldehyde come from occupants inhaling 
contaminated air. Exposure to elevated levels 
of formaldehyde can trigger asthma attacks, 
nausea, watery eyes, headaches and difficulty 
breathing as well as other health effects.  The 
current “permissible exposure limits” (PELs) 
for formaldehyde in the workplace are 0.75 
parts per million (ppm) as an 8 hour 
time-weighted average (TWA).  This means 
that exposures for an 8 hour work day should 
not exceed 0.75 ppm PEL.

EMSL Analytical is a leading provider of 
formaldehyde and VOC testing services.  
The draft EPA document on formaldehyde 
addresses the human health effects of chronic 
inhalation exposure.  Since the WHO 
already labels formaldehyde as a known 
human carcinogen it is imperative that 
people’s exposure to this chemical be 
minimized to prevent a host of medical 
problems.

C) 

Major exposure risks associated with 
f ld h d f i h li

Assessment
Report
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Parts of the Midwest and Central Plains have 
received exceptionally heavy rainfall earlier this 
summer and Hurricane Alex dumped torrential rain 
across Texas.  In some areas the precipitation 
resulted in newly discovered leaks in homes and 
offices and other areas have faced actual flooding. 

Mold typically only needs three factors to grow; 
moisture, ambient temperatures and a food source 
(most building materials and interior furnishings 
readily act as ideal food for mold).  All these areas 
that received heavy rainfall also witnessed elevated 
humidity levels and these conditions, along with any 
leaks or flooding, can quickly lead to mold growth in 
buildings. 

Mold, which at times may not even be readily visible, 
doesn’t take long to start growing.  With the right 
conditions mold can begin to grow within 24 to 48 
hours.  It then begins releasing spores into the air 
that are breathed by the building’s occupants or 
settles on surfaces throughout the property.

Controlling moisture and humidity in structures is 
vital for preventing mold growth.  Humidity is 
defined as the amount of water vapor in the air and 
condensation is known as the change in physical state 
of matter (water vapor) from a gaseous to a liquid 
phase. ASHRAE Standard 55-1992 Thermal 
Environmental Conditions for Human Occupancy 
recommends keeping relative humidity between 30 
to 60% with below 50% being ideal to prevent and 
control dust mites (another source of indoor air 
quality problems).  

Keeping humidity in check can be accomplished by 
using properly designed HVAC systems, 
dehumidifiers and exhaust fans. LA Testing provides 
all types of indoor air quality testing services and 
products, including moisture meters and other 
important tools, which are available for property 
owners, contractors and environmental 
professionals.  

It is important to act quickly to prevent excessive 
moisture from damaging buildings and to prevent 
mold growth from turning homes and businesses 
into environmental hazards.

Hurricanes,
Heavy Summer Rains,

& Monsoons Bring Mold & Mildew

LA Tetsing provides all types of indoor air 
quality (IAQ) testing solutions for property owners 
affected by recent heavy summer rains and flooding.

b t   E i t l Ch i t   E i t l Mi bi l   IAQ  I d t i

               

buildings. 
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Petrographic

Concrete products are major components of our 
modern infrastructure.  From highways and bridges 
to concrete buildings, concrete is used all around us.  
Petrographic analysis is a crucial component for both 
quality control and failure analysis of concrete and 
related products used to build this very 
infrastructure.  

Petrographic analysis provides the fundamental 
answers of materials characterization and in the case 
of failure analysis, why the material failed to perform.   
Among many other materials’ testing specialties, LA 
Testing conducts petrographic analysis of cement 
products to determine the type and concentration of 
its components. Identification of the mineralogical 
components (quartz, calcite, portlandite, calcium 
silicates), particle size, porosity and mechanic 
properties are among some of the characteristics of 
interest to engineers and other materials specialists.

The analysis is routinely used to verify that a blend of 
concrete has been mixed to the correct specifications 
required for a project or to determine the 
characteristics of an existing material.  This allows for 
future repairs, or other functions, that may be 
performed on an existing structure. 

This process is also commonly used when repairing 
buildings of historical significance.  Elemental 
mapping aids in the viewing of the particle sizes and 
distribution. Individual grains of quartz, calcite and 
binders can be clearly seen in the maps from a mortar 
of historical significance making accurate restoration 
possible.

Petrographic analysis requires special expertise and 
the most advanced instrumentation.  LA Testing’s 
scientists, with almost three decades of experience 
providing crucial analytical answers to customers’ 
questions, have the experience and knowledge to 
solve the most complex projects using petrographic 
analysis.

         
         

         
          
          

   
        

     
      

         
          
        

     
       

         
         
         

         
          
   
         

        
       

      
       

          
  

     
     

        
     

     
     

      
     

        
        

        
       

   

Petrographic testing solutions from LA Testing 
can be used to analyze concrete, mortar, 
cement and soil samples.

      
      

  Analysis

Critical Engineering Answers Provided by
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Manufacturing Solutions & Answers Are Often Found inManufacturing Solutions & Answers Are Often Found in
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Materials testing services are often necessary to ensure that 
products perform to their engineered purpose and designed life 
expectancy.  Manufacturers and material buyers often require that 

materials and components be subject to this type of specialty 
testing.  It may include metallurgical and chemical analysis as 
well as mechanical testing.
The characterization of materials is the single most 
important step in understanding the 

processing-structure-property relationship.  This often holds 
the key to successful problem solving or product development. 

The Materials Science Division at LA Testing was established to 
help clients develop solutions to challenges in manufacturing, 
quality assurance, and research and development.
LA Testing provides materials testing, characterization, and 
forensic laboratory services for a wide range of commercial, 
industrial, regulatory and law enforcement clients.  With a 
dedicated staff that includes PhD scientists with extensive industry 
and academic credentials, the professionals at LA Testing put 
their years of experience in materials related testing services to 
their clients’ disposal. 
Some areas of LA Testing‘s expertise include petrography and 
mineralogy, steels and alloys, ceramics and glass analysis, 
polymers, mechanical and thermal behavior of materials, 
materials selection and evaluation, nano-structures and 
microelectronic materials, and characterization of coatings and 
thin films.  Additional areas of service are available a l o n g 
with method development.
LA Testing’s company-wide focus on 
customer service makes no materials 
testing project too large or too small.  
LA Testing’s research and development 
capabilities allow the laboratory to 
bring new methodologies online quickly 
to meet new industry challenges and 
client needs. The Materials Science 
Division is supported by a broad array of 
advanced instrumentation. The laboratory applies a full spectrum 
of standard and customized analyses, elemental and chemical, 
structural, particle, surface, contaminant, mechanical, failure and 
bio-effectiveness to client projects.

      
       

   

LA Testing provides chemical, mechanical and 
metallurgical analytical services to solve complex 
material testing issues.

Testing
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For Environmental Professionals
PRODUCTS

Whatever you need • www.LATesting.com y g

888.958.8170

Air-O-Cell - 50 Pack
Product Number: 8715301B

List Price: $199.00 USD

Draeger CMS Kit
Product Number: 8705014
List Price: $1,850.00 USD

North 1/2 Face Mask
Large-Product Number: 8705003

List Price: $17.00 USD
All Sizes Available!

TSI Iaq-Calc 7545
Product Number: 8703701
List Price: $1,995.00 USD

Bio-Pump Plus
Product Number: 8706002

List Price: $729.00 USD

ppbRAE 3000
Product Number: 8703801
List Price: $6,325.00 USD

BUCK Libra L-4
Product Number: 8706200

List Price: $249.00 USD

Fluke 971 Temp. Humidity Meter
Product Number: 8703707

List Price: $179.00 USD

Tramax Moisture Encounter
Product Number: 8703011

List Price: $385.00 USD

EMSL Diaphragm Sampling Pump
Product Number: 8706104

List Price: $175.00 USD

Lighthouse Particle Counter 
0.3 – 10 µm

Product Number: 8710001
List Price: $3,350.00 USD

Wonder Makers Bulk Sampling Kit
Product Number: 8708001

List Price: $259.00 USD
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AD DHPesticides Linked to

in Children

The journal Pediatrics published a study earlier 
this year that reported that pesticide exposure in 
children seems to boost the chances that those 
same children will be diagnosed with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).  The study 
found that children with high levels of pesticides 
in their urine had almost double the risks of having 
ADHD.

According to an EPA website discussing 
pesticides and food, “…there are ‘critical 
periods’ in human development when 
exposure to a toxin can permanently 
alter the way an individual's biological 
system operates.”  Diet and environmental 
exposures to pesticides are the major exposure 
routes for children.  

Pesticides are commonly used on many food 
products, including fruits and vegetables.  It is 
important that parents and the food industry take 
notice of this recent study and be sure to properly 
wash all fruits and vegetables to eliminate as much 
pesticide residue as possible.

Environmental exposures to pesticides can come 
in many forms and also be damaging.  Children 
can be exposed in their homes, due to improperly 
stored or applied pesticides. People in agricultural 
areas may also be exposed to pesticides through 
airborne drift or water contamination.

LA Testing has been on the forefront of providing 
complete testing solutions for both food safety 

and the environmental analysis of pesticides.  
Environmental testing services include air, 

surface, soil and water analysis for 
pesticides.  Food testing can 

determine the presence and 
concentrations of pesticides in all types of 

food products.

LA Testing’s chemistry laboratory has extensive 
experience providing these testing services.  The 
laboratory has decades of hands on experience 
providing testing solutions for the general public, 
industry and food safety professionals.

LA Testing provides pesticide testing solutions 
for environmental samples and food products to protect 
children from unnecessary exposure.

  

     

   
  

   

  
  

   

   
  

   
  

  
  

   

 
  

   

 
  

   

  
  

   

    
  

   

  
  

   

   
  

   

   
   

  
   

    
  

   

9



        
        

       
       

        
      

         
       

        
          
          

          
        

    

       
       

        
       

       
       
     

                         

LA Testing Analytical Times    www.LATesting.com

Asbestos • Environmental Chemistry • Environmental Microbiology • IAQ • Industrial Hygiene • Lead • Radon • Materials Characterization & Forensics • Food Safety • Products

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

Are You Eating 
What you Purchased?

Earlier this year students at New York City’s Trinity High School began a science 
project to test food items to determine if they were actually what the food labels 
claimed.  Working with scientists from the American Museum of Natural History 
and the Rockefeller University, a total of 66 food items were analyzed utilizing DNA 
testing technologies.  Tests revealed that 1 in 6 items were mislabeled.

Mislabeled items included sheep’s milk cheese which was actually from 
cow’s milk and sturgeon caviar which was from Mississippi 
paddlefish.  Accidental or deliberate, mislabeling of food products 
is believed to be a major problem and media outlets have run 
numerous stories on the topic over the last several years.

LA Testing provides food authenticity testing services to the 
general public and the food processing industry.  Authenticity 
testing of food products, including meat, milk and fish, is 
important for labeling and assessment of value and is necessary to 
ensure consumer protection against fraudulent practices that have 
been observed.  Likewise, food manufacturers and processors need to 
be sure that their raw ingredient providers are delivering the real goods and 
not inexpensive substitutes.

Fraudulent adulteration of food products may also be dangerous.  For health 
reasons, the consumption of products containing undeclared or mislabeled 
ingredients may cause problems including potentially deadly allergic reactions in 
sensitized individuals. 

LA Testing’s food authenticity testing services include:
• Meat and Meat Based Products • Allergen Ingredients
• Fish and Fishery Products  • Oils
• Milk and Dairy Products  • Nuts & Seeds
• Fruit Juices    • Flours & Grains
• Feedstuffs    • Genetically Modified Food
• Irradiated Food

Food authenticity testing from LA Testing confirms 
food products are what they claim to be.
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Microbial influenced corrosion has been a topic of 
concern for fire sprinkler systems in buildings and 
other facilities for years. The microbial organisms 
that are associated with MIC can cause 
accelerated corrosion in many types of metals and 
alloys and are found across the nation.

Numerous types of bacteria can cause MIC.  They 
can be both aerobic and anaerobic. When 
problems from MIC occur in plumbing they tend 
to be localized with the microbe forming a pit in 
the pipe material covered by a nodule.  There can 
be any number of these nodules in a given area 
and within the nodules a host of different 
microbes may be thriving together.

The bacteria associated with MIC can cause 
problems in almost any type of residential, 
commercial or industrial setting.  Since many of 
these bacteria are found naturally in our 
environment it is extremely difficult to prevent 
them from entering fire suppression systems and 
other forms of plumbing.  

Asbestos • Environmental Chemistry • Environmental Microbiology • IAQ • Industrial Hygiene • Lead • Radon • Materials Characterization & Forensics • Food Safety • Products
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Microbiological 
Influenced Corrosion 
(MIC) ( )

A Major 
Concern 
in Fire
Suppression 
Systems

   
  

              
               

            
              

           

          
         

         
            

         

         
         
          

           
        

          
             
  

            
         

          
  

      
        
       
         
         
        
  

       
       

EMSL Analytical offers MIC testing solutions to help prevent
costly repairs and ongoing maintenance problems. 

Once MIC is established in a 
system it can be quite difficult 
to eliminate and may lead to 
costly and ongoing operating 
and maintenance issues.  
Their corrosive nature allows 
some microbes the ability to 
penetrate metal pipes in just a 
couple of years.  There are several ways to test for 
MIC.  One of the most nondestructive methods is to 
simply determine the types and quantities of 
microbes present in a plumbing or fire suppression 
system.

LA Testing has expertise in all types of MIC related 
analytical procedures.   Prevention of MIC takes 
constant awareness and regular testing of systems.  
LA Testing’s scientists can quickly and accurately 
identify bacteria associated with MIC to help prevent 
the microbes from causing costly damage which may 
not only affect sprinkler and plumbing systems, but 
also cause leaks that lead to mold growth within 
buildings. 
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What is
Asbestos releases can happen in a flash, such as 
when an asbestos insulated pipe bursts or a 
workman’s saw cuts through materials made 
with asbestos.  But the more common scenario 
is a slow release of fibers from asbestos con-
taining materials from erosion caused by fric-
tion, vibration, wind etc.   Asbestos from ceil-
ing tiles or vermiculite attic insulation (VAI) 
for example may rain down a small but steady 
flow of asbestos fibers into occupied rooms.  
Some of these fibers are removed through 
regular housekeeping however this likely stirs 
up fibers, making them airborne once again.  It 
is when the fibers are airborne and can be 
inhaled that they are the most hazardous.  Un-
fortunately many materials in the home act as 
excellent reservoirs that collect and hold asbes-
tos fibers.  Carpets, furniture, drapes etc.  all 
trap and hold asbestos fibers. 

Testing for asbestos in dust is a bit different 
than testing building materials however there 
are some good established methods to choose 
from.  

ASTM 5755 Method
This method collects dust from a known area 
on porous materials by “micro vacuuming” 
with a sampling pump.   

The dust collected is sonicated off the initial 
filter, re-deposited  then prepared and ana-
lyzed by Transmission Electron Microscopy 
(TEM) at a magnification of approximately 
20,000 X.  

Pros  
•  Collects asbestos fibers that have deposited  
 over time in carpet.
•  Non destructive to carpet
•  This method is used widely by EPA and 
 others
Cons
•  Requires a sampling pump and cassette
•  Not as effective at collecting dust that 
 is moist or matted down. 

ASTM 6480 Method
This method collects dust on a known area on 
NON porous materials such as countertops 
and tile floors by wiping with a special clean 
room wipe.   The dust collected is sonicated off 
the wipe, re-deposited onto a filter then 
prepared and analyzed by Transmission Elec-
tron Microscopy (TEM) at a magnification of 
approximately 20,000 X. 

Pros
•  On non-porous surfaces this method is 
 more efficient at collecting dust off surfaces
•  No sampling pump or cassette is needed.

Cons
•  Not good for porous, extremely rough or 
 fabric surfaces  

Carpet Sonication Method
With this method a small piece of the carpet is 
actually removed and submitted to the labora-
tory.  The dust is sonicated off the carpet, 
re-deposited onto a filter and prepared and 
analyzed by Transmission Electron Micros-
copy (TEM) at a magnification of approxi-
mately 20,000 X.  

Pros
•  All that is needed for sampling is scissors 
 or utility blade
•  It has been estimated that this method is 
 up to 50 times more efficient at collecting 
 the fibers that have been embedded deep 
 into carpet

Cons 
•  This method is destructive to the carpet
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LA Testing provides methylene chloride testing services to guard 
workers from respiratory, central nervous system problems and 
potential cancers.

In May the U.S. Department of Labor, Office of Communications 
posted a news release reviewing OSHA’s Methylene Chloride 
Standard and its value for protecting workers.  Methylene chloride is 
used in numerous industrial processes including paint stripping, 
paint removal, pharmaceutical manufacturing and metal cleaning 
and degreasing.

The most common exposure routes for workers include inhalation 
and skin exposure.  According to the news release, “The review 
clearly showed that the standard has been effective in saving lives. 
The study estimates that each year the standard protects as many as 
30,000 to 54,000 workers from damage to their respiratory and 
nervous systems and prevents approximately 34 deaths from cancer 
and other illnesses caused by methylene chloride exposure. The 
agency concluded that these estimates resulted from the lowered 
permissible exposure limit required in the final methylene chloride 
standard published in January 1997. This standard's success reflects 
the overall importance of OSHA standards in protecting workers' 
safety and health.”

Exposure to methylene chloride is addressed in standards specific for 
different industries including: general industry, shipyard 
employment and the construction industry.  According to OSHA, 
“Monitoring employee exposures to methylene chloride enables 
employers to identify the sources of methylene chloride and select 
appropriate exposure controls. OSHA's methylene chloride 
standard requires that all facilities using methylene chloride monitor 
employee exposures.”

LA Testing provides testing services for methylene chloride utilizing 
NIOSH 1005 and modified TO-15 methods.  The Department of 
Labor report shows promising news regarding protecting workers 
from methylene chloride exposure, but there is still further work to 
be done to decrease the risks from exposure.  LA Testing can help 
with the industry’s leading methylene chloride testing services.

Asbestos • Environmental Chemistry • Environmental Microbiology • IAQ • Industrial Hygiene • Lead • Radon • Materials Characterization & Forensics • Food Safety • Products

Passive Dust Collection Method
This method is interesting in that 
it answers a different question 
than the first three.  All of the 
above methods are good at find-
ing asbestos that has been depos-
ited on surfaces but there is no 
way of telling when it may have 
been deposited or from what 
source.  With the passive dust 
collection method collection tins 
are laid out and any dust that 
settles in them over a period of 
time is analyzed for asbestos con-
tent.  This method helps to 
determine if asbestos is CUR-
RENTLY being released.  It 
would be a good method to use 
for example to see if a current 
renovation project is releasing 
asbestos dust that is settling in 
other areas.

Pros
•  Any asbestos found can be 
 attributed to the specific time 
 of collection
•  No sampling pumps or filters 
 needed

Cons
• This method will not detect 
 asbestos already present on 
 surfaces prior to collection

    

Review Reveals Methylene 
Chloride Standard 
is Protecting Workers
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Do you need to determine whether sewage contamina-
tion from a back-up or broken pipe has occurred or if 
property has been effectively cleaned-up? Pathogenic 
bacteria may be present in sewage that poses a health 
threat and clean-up is important to reduce this risk.

LA Testing, Inc., offers testing for sewage contamina-
tion by testing for certain ``indicator organisms" (total 
coliforms, E. coli, and Enterococcus, Bacteroides). 
These indicator organisms are assumed to be indig-
enous to feces, and thus their presence in environmen-
tal samples is indicative of fecal contamination.

If you think you have a sewage contamination problem, 
either in ground water or other bulk material, feel free 
to contact us.

Sewage Contamination Testing Options
Sewage Contamination in Buildings
Total Coliform, E. coli, & Enterococcus

Water samples
Use code M115 for Presence/Absence
Fastest Turnaround Available (48 Hours)

Use code M116 for quantitative MPN results.
Fastest Turnaround Available (48 Hours)

Swab surface samples or bulk samples such 
as wood, household items, carpeting
Use code M117 for Presence/Absence results
Fastest Turnaround Available (48 Hours)

Use code M116 for quantitative MPN results
Fastest Turnaround Available (48 Hours)

q PCR - Water Quality Assays
Use code M095 for Bacteroides* sp. 
Fastest Turnaround Available (24 Hours)
* Analysis only available in Cinnaminson

Laboratories that are Currently 
Performing Sewage Screens
Atlanta, Baton Rouge, Beltsville, Chicago, 
Cinnaminson, Houston, Indianapolis, Los Alamitos, 
Miami, Minneapolis, New York City, Orlando, 
Raleigh, San Leandro, South Pasadena, St. Louis, 
Wallingford, Phoenix

East Coast     West Coast
1.800.220.3675  1.866.798.1089

Testing for 

Sewage 

Contamination 

in Buildings
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Toxic Bacteria
Found in Healthcare Facilities

In May the Arizona Republic reported that 
Maricopa County health officials had identified 
NAP1, a deadly strain of Clostridium difficile (C. 
diff), in healthcare facilities in Arizona. At least 10 
patients have already fallen ill from the deadly 
strain resulting in two deaths.  

The new strain of C. diff showing up in Arizona 
and other states has many people concerned.  
According to an article from WebMD Health 
News “A virulent new strain of the gut bug C. diff 
is sweeping the U.S. Among those who fall ill, the 
fatality rate has doubled to 2.2%.  A new study 
shows that diagnosed adult cases of C. diff more 
than doubled in five years: from 134,361 cases in 
2000 to 291,303 cases in 2005.”

Clostridium difficile is a bacterium that causes 
diarrhea, colitis and other serious intestinal 
problems.  C. diff can survive for weeks or more on 
many hard surfaces commonly found in hospitals.  
One recent study by Duke University that was 
presented at the Fifth Decennial International 
Conference on Healthcare-Associated Infections 
showed C. diff rates were 25% more common than 
MRSA infections at 28 hospitals studied.

According to the CDC, “The increased rates 
and/or severity of disease may be caused by 
changes in antibiotic use, changes in infection 
control practices, or the emergence of a new strain 
of C. difficile-associated disease with increased 
virulence and/or antimicrobial resistance.”  The 
CDC also states, “…the emergence of a new 
strain of C. difficile-associated disease causing 
hospital outbreaks in several states has been 
reported by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention at scientific meetings.”

LA Testing provides nosocomial testing solutions 
to the general public, healthcare providers and 
government health officials.  Proper facility 
cleaning and testing procedures can help prevent 
these serious and sometimes deadly pathogens 
from infecting more people.

Nosocomial testing solutions for Clostridium difficile and other deadly 
pathogens can prevent unnecessary illness and death.

   LA Testing Analytical Timeswww.LATesting.com 15
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The Iron King Mine and Humboldt Smelter 
encompass over 300 acres on the outskirts of the 
Central Arizona town of Dewey-Humboldt.  
Although it has been decades since either was in 
operation their legacy is still felt by area residents.  
Several thousand people call the area home and 
many have concerns over their health due to the 
former mining operations.

In April a report was released by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) regarding their remedial 
investigation report and feasibility study of the 
Superfund site by Dewey-Humboldt.  Hundreds of 
acres near the town are covered with tailings, smelter 
ash and numerous retention ponds.

The report found high levels of toxic metals and 
contamination of groundwater.  The report states 
however, that due to the toxins’ low mobility much 
of the danger is highly localized to the area on and  

immediately around the two sites.  The report also 
notes that for some of the toxins, including lead and 
arsenic, it is difficult to determine if the levels are due 
to the past mining operations or are from natural 
background conditions due to the area’s natural 
geological composition.  

LA Testing provides analysis for all types of toxic 
waste testing from mining operations.  Many parts of 
the country, especially in the West Coast and 
Southwest are filled with countless abandoned mines 
and mining operations.  Heavy metals and other 
toxins can leach into groundwater and winds may 
blow contaminated particulates into other areas, 
including places that people call home.  There are all 
types of analytical testing solutions for people living 
near abandoned mines to determine if surface, soil, 
water or air samples contain any of these dangerous 
contaminants.

Old Mines
Toxins from 

Have Area Residents Concerned

Environmental testing solutions for abandoned mines include testing for hazardous 
waste, toxins, particulates and groundwater contamination.  All of these analyses 
are available from LA Testing.
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Nicotine and Tobacco alkaloids in imported tobacco-free 
hookah molasses
A Canadian importer was interested in verifying the label claim of a shipment of 
imported flavored molasses. The molasses matrix is very complex and is difficult 
to assay using wet chemical methods. LA Testing was able to extract the alkaloids 
from the molasses matrix and determine that the alkaloid content was low enough 
to meet the label claim of 0.1% by LC/MS/MS.
Ginger analysis for mycotoxins
A beverage bottling company was interested in verifying that their source for 
Ginger was in compliance with European regs related to aflatoxins and Ochratoxin 
A. The current regulation requires less than 10ppb. LA Testing was able to develop 
a method for the ginger using LC/MS/MS with detection limits low enough to 
meet the regulations allowing the use of the key ingredient.
Red Dyes in Consumer Nutritionals
A distributor of a Nutritional supplement wanted to get a beverage they were 
marketing tested for red dye#40 which is permitted in food and check for possible 
non-permitted red dyes as well. LA Testing was able to quantify the red dye#40 
using HPLC/uv/vis and determine that it was the only red dye present by scanning 
LC/MS in the supplement giving the distributor an increased level of confidence in 
the marketed product.
Ochratoxin A in smokeless tobacco
A series of smokeless tobacco products; snus, moist, dry, and loose leaf were under 
some question as to whether they could become a source for Ochratoxin A after 
packaging. LA Testing was able to extract the products and determine they were 
free of Ochratoxin A under current shelf conditions at a level <10ppb using 
LC/MS/MS.
Poultry protein residue on home furniture after smoke damage
An issue after a fire was raised as to whether articles exposed were clean after a 
chicken soup pot was heated dry. LA Testing was able to analyse wipes taken from 
the articles and determine that they were free of protein residue using LC/MS/MS.
Nivalenol and Aflatoxin B in malt for beverages
A major supplier of malt was concerned that a new source would not be able to 
meet their strict requirements for quality. As part of their QA program, the supplier 
sent LA Testing samples to determine if any mycotoxins were present. The lab was 
able to quickly develop an extraction and analytical method in one week using 
LC/MS/MS giving the supplier the needed conformity to allow the use of the new 
malt.
Expired Chemotherapy Medicine
A large Pharmaceutical Manufacturer was interested in learning about their 
extended shelf-life of an injectable chemotherapy formulation. The main focus 
was to determine whether the primary degradation had in fact started to occur 
during storage. LA Testing developed an assay that could monitor for the presence 
of the degradation product at 0.1% or less as required by regulatory using Ion Trap 
LC/MS/MS while providing rapid turnaround for the method in two weeks.
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Visit
www.LATesting.com

www.EMSL.com
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info@LATesting.com

520 Mission Street
South Pasadena, CA, 91030

VISIT www.environmentalreports.com
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Manage your Asbestos, 
Lead and Mold projects 
from survey to final report 
 on your iPhone, iPad 
 or iTouch.

For more information, please contact:
EnvironmentalReports, Inc.
225 DeMott Lane, Suite 202, Somerset, NJ 08873

There’s never been a better way to Analyze, Manage, 
Store, and Share Your Environmental Data

FREE ONE MONTH TRIAL
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